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Grass Clipping Utilization

Grass clippings may be managed as agricultural wastes in accordance with the Waste Management System
BMP. Practices for the agronomic beneficial use of grass clippings include: Direct Cropland Application,
Incorporating Grass Clippings into an Agricultural Composting Operation, and Incorporating Grass
Clippings into a Waste Storage Facility. Guidelines for these practices are listed below.

A. Direct Cropland Application of Grass Clippings

A farmer practicing Direct Cropland Application shall follow these general guidelines and meet ~e
requirements of a Plant Nutrient Management Plan.

Only those lands that are actively devoted to agricultural or horticultural use Shall be eligible for
direct cropland application.

A farm shall possess the following attributes and equipment to be eligible for direct cropland
application:

An Agricultural Waste Management Plan and a Plant Nutrient Management Plan addressing
the direct cropland application of grass clippings.
A current Agricultural Sales Tax Exemption Number.
Equipment necessary to properly apply and mulch the grass including a front end loader and
manure spreader.
Good access roads and access controls.

3. A farm shall meet the following standards to be eligible to directly apply grass clippings to cropland:

Grass shall be delivered to the farm unbagged,
Any extraneous materials shall be removed and properly disposed prior to direct field
application.
Within twenty-four (24) hours after delivery, the grass shall be land applied at a rate no
higher than one (1) inch or fifteen (15) tons per agre. Un!!l additional data are available, a
field should not receive more than 20 tons per aer~ within any 5 year period. Diffe~’ent
loading rates m~ty apply pursuant to a Plant NutrientlManagement Plan. "
Grass shall be ~corpomted, into the soil by the next crop growing season.pursuant to d’Plant
Nutrient Management Plan.                  ¯
A farm shall not apply grass clippings Within 50 feet of the property, line. A buffer of at
least 150 feet shall bg pr(~vided t9 the newest sensitive receptor, (any human use or
occupancy).
Reports shall be submitted as necessary to comply with the reporting requirements for
recycling facilities pursuant to Section 22a-208e(c) of the Cormeefieut General Statutes.
Contact the DEP Waste Management Bureau Recycling Program at (203) 424-3365 for
guidance.                                          ,          .
The, operator shall keep records in accordance with the Plant Nutrient Management Plan.
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Direct cropland application of grass clippings shall cease and acceptance of grass clippings at the
farm shall terminate if any of the following occurs:

The operator fails to obtain any applicable permits or approvals required by the state or
municipality.
The operator fails to comply with the above policy on direct cropland application of grass
clippings.
The Department determines that direct land application of grass clippings on farmland poses
a threat to public health, safety, or the environment.

B. Incorporating Grass Clippings into an Agricultural Composting Operation

A farmer composting grass clippings with agricultural manure or other off-farm organics shall incorporate
these guidelines.

Only those lands actively devoted to agricultural or horticultural use shall be eligible to incorporate
grass clippings into an agricultural composting operation.

A farm shall possess the following attributes and equipment on site to be eligible for incorporating
grass clippings into an agricultural composting operation:

An Agricultural Waste Management Plan which includes composting.
A Plant Nutrient Management Plan that addresses on-farm application of compost.
A current Agricultural Sales Tax Exemption Number.
Equipment necessary to properly maintain a composting operation pursuant to the
Agricultural Waste Composting BMP, including at a minimum a front end loader.
Good access roads and access controls.

A farm shall meet the following standards to be eligible to incorporate grass clippings into an
agricultural composting operation:

Agricultural composting operations shall be sited, operated and maintained pursuant to the
Planning Considerations, Design Criteria and Operation Criteria set forth in the Agricultural
Waste Composting BMP and in accordance with the Agricultural Waste Management Plan.
Grass shall be delivered to the farm unbagged.
Any extraneous materials shall be removed and properly disposed of prior to the
incorporation of grass clippings into windrows.
Within twenty-four (24) hours after delivew, the grass shall be mixed with appropriate
bulking agents, and formed into active composting windrows.
Reports shall be submitted as necessary to comply with the reporting requirements for
recycling facilities pursuant to section 22a-208e(c) of the Connecticut General Statutes.
Contact the DEP Waste Management Bureau, Recycling Program at (203) 424-3365, for
guidance.
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The acceptance of grass clippings shall cease and eomposting operations shall terminate if any of
file following occurs:

The operator fails to obtain any applicable permits or approvals required by the state or
municipality.
The operator fails to comply with the above policy on incorporation .of grass clippings into
an agricultural composting operation.
The Department determines that composting grass clippings poses a threat to public health,
safety, or the environment.

C. Incorporating Grass Clippings into a Waste Storage Facility

A farmer incorporating grass clippings into a waste management system shall follow these guidelines and
meet the requirements of a Plant Nutrient Management Plan.

Only those lands that are actively devoted to agricultural or horticultural use shall be eligible to
incorporate grass clippings into a Waste Storage Facility.

A farm shall possess the following attributes and equipment on site to be eligible for incorporating
grass clippings into a Waste Storage Facility.

An Agricultural Waste Management Plan which includes a Waste Storage Facility.
Nutrient Management Plan.
A current Agricultural Sales Tax Exemption Number.
Adequate capacity in the Waste Storage Facility to accommodate volumes of grass
clippings,
Good compliance history, available acreage, proper application rate management and soil
testing programs demonstrating additional nutrients can be properly utilized in accordance
with a Plant Nutrient Management Plan.
Good access roads and access controls must be maintained,

A farm shall meet the following standards to be eligible to incorporate grass clippings into a Waste
Storage Structure:

Co

Grass shall be delivered to the farm unbagged.
Any extraneous materials shall be removed and properly disposed of prior to the
incorporation of grass clippings into a Waste Storage Facility.
Within twenty-four (24) hours aider delivery, the grass shall be incorporated into the Waste
Storage Facility.
The structure shall be maintained not to exceed design capacity.
Reports shall be submitted as necessary to comply with the reporting requirements for
recycling facilities pursuant to section 22a-208e(c) of the Cormectieut General Statutes.
Contact the DEP Waste Management Bureau, Recycling Program at (203) 424-3365, for
guidadee.
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Incorporating grass "clippings into a Waste Storage Facility shall cease and acceptance of grass
clippings at the farm shall terminate if any of the fol!owing occurs:

The operator fails to obtain any applicable permits or approvals required by the state or
municipality.
The operator fails to comply with the above policy for incorporating grass clippings into
a Waste Storage Facility.
The Department determines that incorporating grass clippings into a Waste Storage Facility
poses a threat to public health, safety, or the environment.
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